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this chapter, are, undoubtedly, those in
which lie specities the great superiority of
gold over mercury, in thoroughly destroy-
ing that influence which the syphilitic
virus exercises over man and his posterity
(noticed in the first chapter). So that the
man or the woman who has had the mis-
fortune to be tainted with syphilis, once
cured by gold, may marry with perfect secu-
rity ; they will have healthy children, which
they could not hope for, had they been
cured by mercury. The woman, infected
during- pregnancy, would derive the same
advantage by the treatment with gold ;
whereas mercury would not exempt her
from bringing an infant into the world,
having all the symptoms of hereditary
syphilis.
ON EXTRACTION OF THE TEETH.
By MR. JOHN PALMER DE LA FONS.
To the Editor 0/’ THE LANCET.
WHEN my paper relative to the Extrac-
tion of Teeth was offered to the public,
through the medium of a work so exten-
sively circulated as THE LANCET,* be as-
sured, Sir, that it was not subjected to the
criticism of thousands, without due delibe-
ration, without my being satisfied that every
point was established on too firm a basis, to
be shaken by any attacks that might be made
upon it.
For the better elucidation of those argu-
ments, to raise them beyond the reach of
inexperienced cavillers, they were accompa-
nied by explanatory diagrams; whereby,
with common attention,they mighthave been
understood by persons of the meanest capa-
city, provided it sccited their purpose to com-
prehend them.
If my reasoning evinces so much weak-
ness, let my opponents try to do that which
I in vain attempted before it went forth to
the world, let them analyse it, and expose
the errors, proceeding paragraph by para-
graph, a mode calculated to have more
weight with those persons who are in the
habit of thinking for themselves, than all
the evasive and unsupported assertions they
may feel disposed to indulge in.
Your observation, Sir, that every man
who attempts the extraction of teeth, " has
a fashion of Iis own," is, indeed, but too
true, and a very bad fashion it frequently
proves to the unfortunate sulferer, as thou-
sands could annually testify ; but, as with
all tooth extraction, there is decidedly a
right method and a wrong one, since the
modus nperandi does not depend upon mere
*Vol. I. page 80.
fancy, no operator can be excused for either
wilfully or ignorantly torturiaag his victims;
for supposing him occasionally to succeed in
tearing away a tooth by the clumsiest of all
possible means, such success will afford
very little consolation to the next unfortu-
nate patient, who is probably doomed to be
miserably mangled by the use of a huge
pair of tongs ; when a judicious operator
would have relieved him with the utmost
facility.
’ Although nothing has been advanced by
your correspondents in the slightest degree
affecting the facts set forth in my first com.munication, still for the information of those
who may imagine they know something of
the subject, it may be thought incumbent on
me to advert generally to your correspon.
dent’s observations ; one of whom, while, he
concurs with me in giving the preference to
the key instrument, evidently misunder.
stands me when he contends, (very proper.ly) that " in some cases the forceps are in.
dispensable, as in the removal of the inci.
sors."
I Sir, it has not been asserted by me, that
forceps are to be for ever excluded, and
never to be used in cases of minor import.
ance ; this will be seen by the following
extract, " the use of such an instrument
(in allusion to the forceps) is highly ob.jectionable in all those cases where the key
is generally used." The same gentleman
speaks of the brenkiaab down of the alveolar
process as a matter’of course ; but on refer-
ence to the diagram, he may be convinced
that the lateral action is not so great as he
imagines ; indeed, with the majority of
cases the socket will scarcely be enlarged ;
a very small portion of the thin edge may
sometimes adhere to a tooth, having its
fangs consider-ably extended, or curbed;
but such is the. elasticity of the bone, that,
even under these circumstances, such an ac.
cident rarely occurs with an expert and care.
ful operator.
Another of your correspondents contents
himself with merely affirming that which
has never been disputed, viz. the possibility
of extracting hundreds, nay, thousands of
teeth with a pair of forceps;" most jadi.
ciously availing himself of a saving clause
with reference to the molar teetli, which he
very ingeniously specifies in a separate pa-
ragraph, where, without venturing to notice
the proportionate number of failures expe-
rienced in making the attempt with such an
instrument, he merely speaks of using for
that purpose a " larger and stronger pair of
forceps for the molar teeth," but, owing pro-
bably to an error in the manuscript, or in
the printer, the size of the forceps ismag-
nified to a most ludicrous extent.
The subject under discussion is not mere-
ly whether we can occasionally succeed in
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extracting a tooth by means of the forceps,
but whether they be superior to the key
instrument, the award being in favour of
that which has been attended with the
greatest number of successful operations,
always supposing the experiment to have
been made with an equal number of cases ;
with this view of the subject, let me ask,
whether any of the advocates for perpendi-
cular extraction (as they are pleased to
term it) will venture to submit to such a
trial as I now propose, having first atten-
tively read my statements, and being al.
lowed the extensive privilege of using any
instrument whatever that grasps the tooth
between two edges, or claws, will they con-
sent to divide with me, equally and equi-
tably, a given number of patients requiring
the extraction of molar teeth, however de-
cayed they may be (but not loose), and will
they agree that publicity be given to the
defeat that must inevitably await so hope-
less an attempt 2
As to those sciolists who are not yet
awakened from the delightful dream of their
infallible pincers, if they expect to succeed,
their first object must be to contrive, that
the teeth of the rising generation shall be so
improved, both in their form and texture, i
that they no longer cling to their sockets
with such persevering tenacity, nor conti-
nue so provokingly brittle, as to present the
hitherto insurmountable barrier to their
darling enterprise.
I remain yours, &c.
- J. P. DE LA FONS.
14, George Street, Hanover Square.
ON EPIDEMICS.
By Dr. FORSTEH, of Chelmsford.
To the Editor of THE LANCET
SIR,&mdash;Observing, in a late Number, some
observations on the pestilence at Alexan-
dria, and also on the epidemic raging at
Paris, I hasten to communicate to you some
remarks I have made on epidemy in gene-
ral, as they may serve as a hint to help the
inquiries of the medical committee now
engaged in an investigation of the subject at
Paris, who, no doubt, see your widely-ex-
tended miscellany. After a laborious in-
vestigation of the progressive symptoms
and topological history of epidemic and
pestilential diseases, which have for many
years engaged my attention, I find 1 am
capable of drawing the following general
conclusions :&mdash; 
1. That epidemic disorders, including a
very large class of complaints not hitherto
reckoned epidemics, owe their origin to
peculiar conditions of the atmosphere, which
happen at incalculable periods, from time to
time, in every part of the world, having a
particular range and term of duration.
2. That the above is the grand exciting
cause of pestilence and epidemy of every
sort; while the circumstance, that it is only
a portion of the population on which the
epidemic bane (the &tgr;&ogr; &thgr;&isin;i&ogr;&ngr; of antiquity)
falls, leads me naturally to look for the pre-
disponent causes necessary to the disease, in
peculiar conditions of the individual consti-
tutions of the patients. Contagion and
inoculation, as adjunct means of propagation,
only apply to a few varieties of epidemics,
as plague, small-pox, &c.; and even in
these disorders are to be considered as acci-
dental, and feeble sources of the spread of
the disease, compared with the irradiating
progressive motion of the atmospherical ex-
citant over extensive districts.
3. That this atmospherical poison, vari-
ous as it is at different times, is closely con-
nected with electric changes perpetually
going on in the air, but which are aided and
modified by innumerable forms of malaria,
which constitutes a sort of interventional
medium, through which the morbific power
of the electrical excitant is exerted. I
have by me, an immense and authentic
catalogue of epidemics.
To the development of the existing rela-
tion between the exciting and the predis-
panent causes of disorders of the class I allude
to, I have devoted much time ; and I had,
in your LANCET, announced a small work on
this subject, which owing to a trifling delay
in the printing-office, arising from my bad
caligraphy, (or, rather, calegraphy,) is not
yet ready for publication, but which will
appear in a week or two. In this I shall
fully develop the truth of my opinion re-
specting the atmospherical origin of fever, the
inflammatory nature of the predisponent; and
while I can show that, for the latter, the
antiphlogistic treatment is the only rational
one, it will appear that Hippocrates and the
ancients were right, in relying on change of
air as the permanent remedy. Meanwhile,
as there is an inquiry going on of so im-
portant a nature, I feel disposed to antici-
pate thus much for the use of those who
have more time, means, and ability, to pur-
sue it, than I have at present.
I am, Sir,
Yours truly,
T. FORSTER.
Chelmsford, January, 1820.
